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When specifying the system or systems that 
can be used at a specific location, the list 
shown in Figure 720-5 is to be used as a 
starting point. As the considerations discussed 
previously are analyzed, inappropriate systems 
may be identified and eliminated from further 
consideration.  Systems that are not eliminated 
may be appropriate for the project. When the site 
conditions vary, it might be necessary to have 
more than one list of acceptable systems within 
a contract. Systems are not to be eliminated 
without documented reasons. Also, wording such 
as or equivalent is not to be used when specifying 
these systems. If only one system is found to be 
appropriate, then approval from the Assistant 
State Design Engineer of a public interest finding 
for the use of a sole source proprietary item is 
required.

When a transition to connect with a concrete 
barrier (see Figure 720-5) is required, the 
transition type and connection must be specified 
and are included in the cost of the impact 
attenuator. See Chapter 710 for information 
on the transitions and connections to be used.

Contractors can be given more flexibility in the 
selection of work zone (temporary) systems, 
since long-term maintenance and repair are not 
a consideration.

720.04 Documentation
A list of documents that are to be preserved 
[in the Design Documentation Package (DDP) or 
the Project File (PF)] is on the following website:
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/eesc/design/projectdev/
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Impact Attenuator Systems — Permanent Installations
Figure 720-2a
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